
 

Title:  Origins: Beginning of Civilization  

Topic:   Social Studies 6th Grade 

Stage 1- Desired Results 
 

Goals:  Standard 6.2 World History/ Global Studies  
All students will acquire the knowledge and skills to think analytically and systematically about how past 
interactions of people, culture, and the environment affect issues across time and cultures.  Such 
knowledge and skill enable students to make informed decisions as socially and ethically responsible 
world citizens in the 21st century. 

6.2.8.B.2.a: Determine the extent to which geography influenced settlement, the development 
of trade networks, technological innovations, and the sustainability of ancient river valley 
civilizations. 
 6.2.8.C.2.a: Explain how technological advancements led to greater economic specialization, 
improved weaponry, trade, and the development of a class system in ancient river valley 
civilizations.  
6.2.8.D.2.a: Analyze the impact of religion on daily life, government, and culture in various 
ancient river valley civilizations. 
6.2.8.D.2.b: Explain how the development of written language transformed all aspects of life in 
ancient river valley civilizations. 

Understandings:  
 Throughout history, humans have developed technology and skills to help them survive. 

 Certain events are called revolutions because they change the way people live and 

think. 

 Each society has its own unique features, but all of them have certain elements in 

common.  

 Domesticating plants and animals changed human life. 

 Agriculture led to permanent settlements and specialized roles. 

 

EQs:  
What should governments do? 
 
Students will know:   

People: 
Gilgamesh 
 

Time Periods/places: 
Time line from Agriculture to 
Civilization 12,000 years ago 

Terms 
Revolution 
Domesticate 



 
 
 
 

to 4,000 years ago. 
Uruk 
Catalhoyuk 
River Valley Civilizations 
 
 

Surplus 
Specialization 
Economy 
Civilization 
Resource 
Religion 
Social class 
Neolithic 

Students will be able to: 

 Analyze the cause and effect links between agriculture and early human societies. 

 Draw conclusions about the future needs of an early agricultural settlement. 

 Summarize the features of early civilizations. 

 Identify evidence that two specific cultures are civilizations. 

Stage 2- Assessment Data 
Recommended Performance Tasks:   
 

 Diagram cause and effect links between agriculture and early human societies. 

 Draw conclusions about community needs both past and present. 

 Draw conclusions about the benefits and drawbacks of job specialization. 

 Explain how farming led to food surpluses. 

 Recall and list the eight features of civilization. 

 Explain and summarize what was the Neolithic Agricultural revolution. 
 
Other Evidence:  

 Homework 

 Chapter assessments 

 Lessons/quizzes 

 Enrichment activities 

 Chapter test 

 Classroom participation/discussion 

Stage 3- Learning Plan 

 Make connections by asking students how much time people spend each day at meals. 

Speculate how many hours it takes to get the food to the table; farm to table. 

 Preview and predict 

 Draw conclusions about job skills that an early agricultural community might need. 

 Small group discussions and response to lesson questions. 



 Journal entries in the form of written response to essential question. 

 Use media when available including videos, power points and or materials available 

through the media center. 

 

 

 


